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Characteristics of a Disciple

Teach Disciples to Help Others Grow in Faith and Fruitfulness

Summary Jesus commanded His followers to “make disciples of all nations.” It is 
therefore important for His followers to understand what it means to be a disciple, to 
evaluate their lives in light of this definition, and to commit themselves to living as 
disciples of Jesus.

Read Matthew 28:18-20and ask the following questions: 
1 What do you like about this passage? 

2 What do you find uncomfortable or difficult to understand in this passage?

3 What appears to be the main idea emphasized in this passage? (Look for repeated 
   words or ideas.)

Consider how the following passages increase our understanding of this topic:

A Read Matthew 11:28-30 
 1 How does Jesus describe the process of learning from Him?
 2 What do you find encouraging about this? What is difficult about it?

B Read Luke 14:25-33
 1 What level of commitment does Jesus expect from His disciples?
 2 How is this commitment both a one-time decision and a daily one?
 
C Read John 15:4-5
 1 What does it mean for Jesus’ disciples to bear fruit?
 2 How have you seen God bear fruit through you and through other believers?

4 What are the beliefs and values promoted in these passages?

5 What do they reveal about our human condition and God’s response?

6 How are these beliefs and values similar or different from those that have influenced  
   you? (such as your family, culture, peers, church, etc.)

7 How might our faith increase and our lives change as we embrace what is true 
   and important?

8 In light of what we’ve discussed, how can we pray for each other right now?

       2 Cultivate      1 Connect

How would you define “dis-
ciple?” Describe a time when 
you were a disciple or student 
of someone else.

Collaborative Discipleship

     3 Care

Since we last met, what 
happened as a result of 
expressing Christ’s love 
to others?

How can you, or we, express 
Christ’s love to others 
this week?

Here are a few ideas:

Pray God would meet their 
deepest needs.

Help meet a felt need 
they have.

Encourage them with a text, 
note or verbally.

Give them a thoughtful gift 
or buy them coffee.

Invite them to do something 
fun or meaningful.

Listen to their story.

Explore their thoughts on 
the gospel.
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MAKING & MULTIPLYING DISCIPLES
• Created in the image of God, every 
   person has value
• Apart from Christ, we are lost and 
   separated from God
• 1 Timothy 2:3-6

LOST STUDENTS

WIN: Expose lost people to Jesus

BUILD: Establish a growing 
relationship with God

TRAIN: Equip to make an 
impact for Christ

SEND: Engage and multiply 
servant leaders

BLESS: Expand resources for Christ’s kingdom

CHRIST-CENTERED LIFETIME LABORER

• Pray
• Identify areas of influence and cultivate relationships
• Explore where people are spiritually
• Initiate opportunities to authentically share about Jesus
• Use helpful tools: KGP, testimony, Soularium, 
   EveryStudent.com 
• Bring to a point of decision

• God’s Word
• Basic Follow-Up
• Community
• Small Group
• Spirit Filled Life
• Local Church
• Weekly Meeting
• Conferences 
   and Retreats

• Address heart and 
   character issues
• Model and coach 
   in Evangelism 
   and Discipleship
• Lead a Bible Study 
• Initiate Gospel 
   Conversations
• Take Faith Steps
• Participate in a 
   Summer Mission

• Mobilize and train for 
   multiplying discipleship
• Instill ongoing vision
• Grow in heart for the world
• Launch new movements
• Engage others in the mission
• Bring others to 
   conferences, retreats 
   and summer missions
• Owns ministry

• Go/Do as God leads to help fulfill the 
   Great Commission
• Seek to be a blessing to the world with their 
   time, talent and treasure
• Develop new ways to expand the gospel to 
   new places
• Send others into God’s harvest

• A spiritual multiplier with a willing and available heart 
   to meet the spiritual needs of the world
• Lives with an eternal perspective and in light of the 
   Great Commission
• Mathew 28:18-20, Revelation 7:9-10
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WHERE AM I?
WHERE ARE 
MY FRIENDS?
WHERE CAN  
GOD USE ME ?
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PROFESSING 
BELIEVERS
• Identifies with Jesus
• Grasping God’s love, 
   assurance of salvation 
   and the Spirit filled life
• 1 John 5:11-13

FAITHFUL 
DISCIPLE
• Increasing 
   commitment to 
   grow spiritually
• Growing as a 
   follower and learner
• Mark 8:34-36

FRUITFUL 
WORKER
• Growing in desire and 
   capacity to impact 
   others for Christ
• Becoming a leader 
   and “giver”
• 2 Timothy 2:15

SPIRITUAL 
MULTIPLIER
• Spirit Filled Disciple 
   leading others to Win, 
   Build and Send
• Influencing others to
   multiple generations
• 2 Timothy 2:2


